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T runs nntional Livelihood s of Returned Tha i Diaspo re 111 T hai Society 

\ loncllai I ' h"n~siri ' amI Ma niemai Thongy{)u 2· 

, Doclorn) Sl"d.m, ~ ~C \l ll\'. of JJumanilie' and Soci"1Soi~n"~ " K~o" KaCll 1Jm vCr«il".
 
, Cenler fOf Rescarc~ ~ n 1'1""' lil) in Ih. Mekung R ~g i01 ' (C FRP),
 
r acull)' of II "m~n i ILe l and Soc i") S ei ~nc ~" Koon K,,"n Un i,'crs ily
 

A h' lr" ct , nO! fi,.,I""'" ;,..'c~"ri ,e cl os '¥ie ' im cli .,p" '" " I", " ". anocbd 10 ,Ile lerri,oJ)' after lh< "ew 
r ha,· f! unn. !x>uncl.,y dem",e, li"n " •• 'eHied "e'" eon Briwin and Siam in 1868, Consequent'y, ,hese 
!: , ~yp. of people Ii,'.d in Ihe lerrjlo,i.! "'h jch \1 elonl\ 10 burma n'liQn·""t. in" e"d olThailand, bu' th e~' hd d 
""',, lh< b<:!i<l'th"l lh<, li'd in II", ' <" i ~ i n. l' Th. il."d' . bc'IJnd.ry 'od believ.d thm,b.}' were TI10 i citizens, 
n". 'n "' i llia. por:l re, ently moved bck 10 Thaib nd in 19W, but """" "0< grlmtcd Th~ i ' i' i7.cmh ip. Thei, 
<I,\ ! '" h... no1,.ltd Qut tn tl< R<tum. <I Th. i [) i ~'p< )ta ~nd th<,eti,,< ha>< n"t 'r ;gM, ."d power' fa, "c, essing 
h. cli"oO<l ."e'" and m"do 'w""""li" ""l li,'d il,,,O<:,' is 0'" of Iheir li"elihood str",egie', Thi, pap" 
wp,jlem thot 'po l i ti,~ l ,"p 'L~r lllQuld tl< N n, ido,-od a, on imp<>rt.n' capiUllia"CI in Sy"ainable Livelihoods 
I\pl'r", e", Thi' in<lu' iun ' huuld en",',,,,~o p" l i <~' makers '0 be m",. aware on 'powo' nnd rights' "' a 
"' ltlc_l inne OfJWll'It in v~ l not"h i lit )' COO, " " , uoh . , R<tyrocdTh,i D;.,po". 

Keyword.: n o; Di.,p,,,,., ,,,,n' MLiuMI livd ih"",d' . livelihood ' trateg;", poli' i",,) ""piwi 

I. Introd uction 

l hnl Di. ,pora in BUnTI" h". li"cd in Myc i k-T~ " i 11l h a y i ,crrit"ry for a long l imc, al leHI s ince tile 

i""" ,a. ry d:marcM ion bef"een Brit" in "",1 Si"m ill 18 6~, Even lb.i Di",pma liwd in the ,crr ilo,ies which 
,,,;jl>ng to Burma nMion-!t' le bound"rie. ". ~"ign~ ,1 in Ille m"p "r 'modcm' w" rld, though thcy held onto 
t l r~ l",li~f lh.t th.y ii, . d in 10., 'origin. I' rh " il"nd' , bOLmd. r;c\ and hd ievcd IhO! they were Tha i eitizen3. 
Sine: 1~701, the militari)y !t0vernmenl of B"rm" moved fo rw~rd to co" ' n)) n ,ai C()m rntlnilic s (in R"rma). 

Il"" circumstance h"s re.tl lted in .~ria l mi gra tion , of lb ~i Di.spc>ra fro111 flunna to Tba ila" d in In 03. 
Ilow: v: " lhi ! Thai Diaspora has not bee n gramed Thai citizenship and th<refoTc b~ , no t ob lai ned any 
~;t;/",, ' ~ r ; sh l~ , Thc" ' latu' ha~ lurned o ul 10 b~ Retl1l'nd Th"i DiJSpora and ',t"td e,s Thai, ' in Hr, i 
So!: ,cly (T!lirawtnh 2007), [ Vtn hB\ in ~ TItai idont ily and oonscioo,ne,. that call be linked to Th~ i """iety 

'.""f, R~ ' peaking ~nd wr,t in@ TI'a i language , ma inla in Thai cultural practices, ~tc, though the government 
n~'Ct'an;,.m~ fun<:lion willt RetunlN Thai Diaspora a< 'the other<' or ' the person' who have not lb.; 
"~lio ,,~ lJly ' , n lerefor: , me)' ha"t nol "cees..-.:! 10 legal rigflt, 10 .11 ly!"'S "r a,>ciS and basi e IiwJil1(l<)(!, 
mean. for e!,ample: h.,-e n<' kg.1 n ghlS Iv laml " " ncNhip. tlOOsing, vehicle, etc : nol allowed ta lra,'e) 
't')'olKl pl,<"'ind"1 bound"ri~., and l""'ef"n: Ih ~ chil dren "an"OO: study at higher level. Returned Thai 
Oia,pvra h. , nvt polilical righl. " I all Ic' e ls. WilhoUl Thai identityeanh , they cannot be lega lly hired; "nd 
I't' ing illegal " on..ers. lhey are k'" p~id and m, n)' limes nol pa.id. I(o",." ',,r, Retumffi Thai Oiaspora cr"" ted 

1iv¢1i h<X>d Slratcgi:l fof 1ur.i'ing in Tha i . "" i<1) , "nd many limes mad~ thci' ''Q ic~ s heard . 

HeseafClI on llIai Dia>r<>11l is ",Ial ;"ely limiled, " hde 'Oia.lflOras Stud;es' in academic, have b""" 
llf'''' inll. raridly , Theim ,: s and gal" o f Ihe kno" ledl'e abOUl Thai Diasp<:><a can be summari 7M as tollow;;' 

•	 Su<:ivlogic:ol l b.....r i...;~" n~e r ls : I inkage the concepts of'D;a>poca,' "nd 'L i"e lih<J<Jd. ' may 'llilkc 
mvn: unJe l"ltal'di"S about 'TtanSo al,onal"m' , C un""II}, acaXmiCli ha"" f<lC".eJ o n 'I ransnational 

I.:"""""OAiJinl aullwr, T.1.. _?~ I>JM ) !; ilP.: '6o-1J2Ql!U
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livel ihoods . hccau<c ~lo b ahUliOO "",,10; f"'Opk hay. m\l l t i -) i ,· d i iL,~ >d pla( ei altd Ii ,, ~ ""ro<l~ 

b""n d ",i~, of "il ie,. P"W ""' t~ or ;'(Iunrri••. n,~ li""h:<I Of' lhe loc a l on ly (H iiW '>r,d Sa lam ~n ':a ~O(9) , 

Kd " tm'd Thai Di"pon Icnm ul;M J ' l'.n"".t"",al h..lihoo ,ls '" onc or thc ir livclih\>OJ ""~IC ;:"", 

~ "~. ' l>" limit(-J .ccc<.<ing 10 Ii. elih......,d a_ " ,.''' "I'' l.l , ill Thai <ociety , 
•	 ,\1t' l h ndo lt .~ ir• . J...:, ,,,wled ~.. i" '1"" it. \>Il 'l)i;,>P<''''' 3 "0 fOC ll"" d on 'dcWfTih"i. h, S1i"" (filiquU', 

thn d "", ' najoril) of ",,,,,,,eh.. If)' 10 ""'teh ,'On""!,l of ' nalio n-stott ' "'i,h (~ h<.T d'a'rora '<''l>e. 

(,.. d;,m" ", and Dcmelrl ou 2 007). 'Ib ii I"'P'" a n a ly,~, Rctul'llt d Thai Oi",po,," in Ihe 1"'''!'C''h ''' of 
human .. ~h t~ 3nd Ij>·t lihoods " hi"h lli" ",m O"1"" as ~ [I human •. nu l ' lhe l~ h Cf';· . 

•	 ....l i<· ~· i~..n R ~'lurntd Thai Diaspo... i" a ~", t " f 'ta l ~ l ~,~ re<'1' 1~ in I ha ila nd. L'nlil nu". d,e 11,,,i 
!,"'vem......"l loa' 31«0 no clt '" polieie' fo' implenleTlt ' '' S wid . lh~ m. proba bl). b,:ea",e the 'h,di. , 
"'bled 10 R.,urned I hoi Di,, 'pora arc relatively limit.d as Wlid ab,,, ~. 

110c obi ~": l"'e " j' Ihi . ~ lCIdy i. b' ''ed on clmi"es ' Old hvc!ih{)(>j 'capua ls' for c ' taling livelihood ' trategi., 
of K<1umtd Tha i Dia spo m. l \ mee plu,d framework o f thi' Il.1ptr Iti~ 10 ~n~ ly Zt R. I"me" Thai D ia,pOfJ 
""nom art .~n a, ·the othe r. by' the gO"emn" nt mat pragr.." tic . ppr<'<OCh ~.~. ', ltuctutes ' ptess dow n 10 

'agencit<' as R.lUrned ThH; 1) i ;"r,.' r~. Theodore, '''!'''''c it< coun ler ,.nd negutiale " l ' uclurcs" with hi<tory, 
ooci:>1 formation , Th" i "o",e i,""" e" e ' and i<lt111ity, and ~lh.r ing i,, 'o n~I", ,,r~" to t ~q uirt , ."toring Tha i 
nalionJlity. R.wm"d Tha i Di a' I" lr3 IOrmu laltd Ii> d ibood 'lntlegic., rflr <<I" i, ·inll. "' ith nO C;tiltn riglll>. 
Choice' for acf, ic " ing Iivel ,hClOd ,l Ul«lmel of Rtl umcd n,~ i Di" ' l"'ra may be d i lf~ l'~ nt from Ih. , eiti,e,,' 

thm I. "d to Iheo,eti,," I /conec ph,~ 1 arllunle"ll 00 Su>1. inable Livd ihoods A ppn1nch . 

2. Wh o is Diaspor-a? 

The Icrm ' Oia'IIOra ' appt ;)f~d ill the &pl '",!\inl (Ihc Gree k trans lati on o f tht lIe bre" l:lib ~1 e~ p""""oJ 

view, " f struggle cvents d1.1t d i" idtd I~ Jewish people between in homcland n"d in e"ile (hans 20(9). 'Jhe 
bK" J;du~diu <J.{ lhe Socia' Sc in,a" ""b l i<~ in 1937, ' [) i" , por:t' referrcd «) a v"'}' ' pe<if 'e ca~ of the 
.., ;Ie "r the Jew.. from lhe 11 ,,1)' Land and ~ if disp"l>a l Ihr<>~ g "" ~ l seve ral I'a rt.~ of tht " C'l ld. Oi.lSponl 
connoted uproou ng, Itgal di s., bil ities , oppr""ion, ""d p "i nf~ l Il<!ajltation to the 1=1land, M..nw hi'e, ;t 
,kvd0l'l.-J t set " I'in'lilul ion>, soc ia l pmterm, anJ I ~ mool , i"d uded language, ", I'g ion. >~J ue<, soc ia l " l"U,", 

and o<>ntinue<l Ihmk mg <If re l"rn 10 Ihe homd ami. In thi, (,ln l~". th~ J~wish diasp<.>ra whn " ere fo rced to 
! tll , ~ lileif homtland n ore di, tin :;" i, he d as a proto~' re or 'classical dia>JX.'fa p"Ia" i:;r,,' (S. fr. ". ~ ()()5 ) 

The ~mergenc e of globa liza tion, Ihc tCnn 'Oia,sp<l<;1" ll.U t>«n u>e<l nwre njdd y Ihan tho cla" it 3l 
d;..p<l<' paradigm. l'here waS a ree "nccptualilJllion o f ,h~ term 10 en<;<>ln pa,s phe""mcna of ineru",d 
,nlem,ticna l populntion mubili ly ,u"h as em igratioo '" {he dev ejoped co unTrie . , the telecommunication and 
1ran' portation revolutlcn, and Ihe dc >c kJpmcnl of a e",mnpnl~ a n g10b.11 ~ ll lt li re. Th",e by, blurring thc 
J'ronti. " among ethnic minor;lie " ",ruge<> 0.""... migtal ion<, and d i"spont "ere ~m~,ge d (Popescu, 20(6) 

nlC' t are some arguments 011 ' O i".p<.>t-a' in 0100 "'\X'CIS w eh a<d.tini " R d i3<llnmS al 'n hnic com"' '''';t;'',· 
diVided by Slale fr("' tie~.< ' ( Bn ,b"ker 2(05) and rclhinking 0 " h..uc a~~ \lm pt i Q<tl of di ' ''p<l<a aooul 
'displacemen t' .nd undtnla nJ Ilk funnative ",occsses of n.w dia ,pora, suc h ~. ~ dta nuolic c.\>e uf an 
'unintended' of "l'p"'" imate ly 25 m illion pIl,,· Sov;"1 Russian dias l'0ms outsid e Ru ss,n' l borders i. <:n:alion 
<lO~\lJTing oven right (Volui,a 2006). 

S", 1Mi O;a,pora (in Onn ua ) may be "" leg",i, <d us ' " ict im d iasporn' ba~ OIl a rgumenl. " f l!n,bII\;er 
0 0( 5) lIJId VOIllira (2006) and R. wrnod Th. i Di~,po ra (in Thailand) may be ca ttgorized ~. ' , i<lim 
dia:.p<Jra' again ha.=1 on dtfin il;on of Saftan (Z005). but they are diaspo ra < in t~ir hom~ l.nd nor in lhe 
j'o>tbnd. 

) , Returned Th a i Dtas pnrats Livelihood Strat~ ies 

1b< hw lih<locl approach is indt td u..ful for >lody'i"J:ll'o",rt)- i"uts an d Ihtft are " ill waj S f,,,.,.-utd to 

te ~\plortd a<lur", perc ep tions of the .n" i,oomedt, <Jf lllem.., I>,.... an d of lht dy namic, and p'o<;~ ,, ~ . Ihey 
a,t illvolved in. The lenn 'Ii ..cli ho" d ' '< to l'oeIl' ... b,!lkrSl, nJ Ihe ~ ..mp lcxil:y o f currem problem<of poverty 
and de\ el,' pmtllt (Kaag ~t al. 2004 j, n lC id=<" I' "ar~b;li1its appr<>ad,' wh ich dcvcloped hy Anla~ ~ sen 

has been inO""necd to l i v~ l i b ood w nceptualization, ..... the onn'l w idt ly quoted defmilion of li"c!ihood is 

that given b~ Cerney (1998) based en Chambers and Conway (1Q92): 

http:perceptionsofthe.n"i,oomedt,<Jflllem..,I


"A /i,~:, iJ " ,,< 1 comflriM: < 1/1': coptrhilil je., . "'Wi' I"" :',d mli. bOlh male,i,,/ and .w,,:i al resoun ,'<' amI 

"njv,I,"" '<"I ui, .-'/ fi )!'" mMII. (If Ir.-i"!:. .-1 !I\'eliho;d I"~ "'.'Io",..,bl" ",he " II C</n I'rip e willi 0 ffC(fl. "<'r j r " ", 

.<lre." ,m d ,II". "", "",d m"i"w,r. "r ,,,,I,,,na ilS car" .-I" lit i( S .""1,,,.'"'-' hOlIl >lOW ",,<1 '" lhe fU/~rt!....·II!I~ n,,1 
uJlderm i"i"i: ,I~ , ....mnol reu mr.\e b(l.,~ · ' , 

L,i,-c hh<l<ld C OIlC~p1 wa, &vele>ped th...... ,l' lo "''''triblJ1ion, 01 "' 1>,,1. ,, from dilTcrc:III disdpl m<s. One I)' P" 
of 111<,,-, colll<ihuli"Il' to., bee" "'aM "ilto poli,~· ci'" Ie , \0 dc" d ,,1' .ma l}t ical fr>m..::"nrks lh. 1 "JlO\' the 
Ii"di~ ,-,od , i t ll~t io ll (>f " '''rget group 10 t>.: npl"rd .nd Ih~ ",h" .. <!,,~nt f"",," l1olitm nf adtq uot. pol iq ' 
Inl<rv~"lln rl' . DFIII i ~ 
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110 0 main ,,,,p,,,,,,nM i,·< of , ,,01, an "ppr" "d l ~IId as'pl) ing 1i,,<lihood dcti" ili<>n abo .~ _ 

~! 

SI.F " :. too l to impro\'(' u~r~ ~nd in ~ of li v~ ll h ood . , I he IIla in fa<l07S th"t affect poor I'"'op l~ '~ 

JivcJiho',d , a~ \i 51~d belo w (DFH"J, I'm); 

•	 Vu l".nhility COPIu t h ('ames th ~ . "telllal " "v itonm~n l in which I ,eop l~ .,.bl The f"ct nrs that 
m"kc "I ' Ihe ' vulnerability context' ~~ imp<man( because th.y haw a di '~C l illlp;t<.1'rpon peop \~ ' ~ 

a,se( sI 3lU-~ and the optiOn> Ihot are npen to Ih~m ill pu",,, it of b<'n. ficial li,-dihoncl omeom•• 
•	 I.ivdi bood A... l., It '''''ks t(l p in lIn<lcrnandlng of people ' ., ' treng1lls (..""'IS (>f t_ p,tal tn do wm~nl s) 

and how t l le~' lry to 001"'''" l h~"", illl(> politi,·. livc!iho(><! OUlComu. SLf id~1l1;ti ~ ~ live OOr. a,>ct 
oalegories or types of eapil-Ol upon which liv. lih,,,'l<i , are bUIll in<lu<Ic human cap i," l, S<><.'isl .,al ,ila l, 
n"tur,,1capital, physic:J1upils l~ .-.d fLnanci,1 capit,,1 

•	 TtRn " f"Trn i n~ Sl ru~t."' • • ",1 P rnccsse" C<.'nl"ill "'l' lh~ \ ar i", ,, l}p'" and lev. 1< o f ,tru<:1u'" and 
1'1OC~......eh a<th ~ inslilulion•• Nganizatioos. pl.'1 i<i~ s and l. gi,l mion ,hal''' p~ol'le', li". lihu<.>d, 

•	 Unllbood Si ra t.gi"" Th. tivdihood. approach see ks 1<> pcomnte chok . , opportunity and di\OTsit)·, 
Th. l~ used 10 denOl' range ~n d ",,,,,binatinn of activ i t i ~ s and choices lhal I"-"-'Ple ",.koi" "dertak e 
i" "rdcr to ac to i."e their H". lilloo<l itOi'll. 

•	 Lj. 'c1ihood O utc" me., Be lbe: achi<>cmcn!S or GlItpu l' "f l . i \ ·~ l ihoo<l SIJal0J:::;es help to und.r>llmd 
mllpUl, m "liv al~ ' !'WPI., primilic, ..,~ l ,e ' ro nd to new· ol'pot'tuni!i... on<! ",sc,> , "Pro" activit) 

In this context, livelihood .tr31.-g ie. Qf R~t" n l~d n,a i Dias p<Jfa n>_y be differ."t f'Qln Thai peo ple, 
b¢c,lLJs< Ihey are limite<.! lOI'<~ h> livelihood • •se t~i~"l'il8.I, and lac\.. o f C;I;Z" " right'. Acoo'd ing 10 Sl. f that 
jdeLltifi•• five capi"l a.stU "hid , people can build lip ~nd dr",,' upon: hL"" ' '', natura l. finan< i.1J, soc ia l and 
phy. ic. l, ' Sci, o f aclivil ies' and 'choicc, ' thaI lte1umc,1 n ,a i D;asporJ Ll >O: for enl''''g and , ur.-i,·ing ca n 
"n"t, ,e .011" .... illg SlF are' 

•	 Human Ca pita ls; 'lluu.teMId member, ' in tilt o ld ge l1 . " ,t ion rna) 001 b¢ different from other 
ht,.~,schnld , . BUI the young dia<poJa. art guided tn gel in t~rm a rria ge " 'ilh lhai citizens for Liliu ll$to ip 
grant ing to lh.i, children lind ~ king who c"n oc the live lihood . sselSnwnors, etc. '(A-( .'''P'-'I i<)ns ' ore 
tho ,a m~ P ;d \~""', lho;; do nol .no... t, .volling beyon,ll'tOvinoial boundarics Tl e llhe, for "' Orkillg "'" 
studyin g , <;<,>. "lOst <>f litem ,-a,k a, tocal I .~oun:r in eN1Sln T<tion, fisll; ng <<<Ion Of in i",JLJ, tria l 
tactorie ,;. " "d ~ of them arc the mtrcllam, a l I ",, ~l markt t. In thi, sen", '/" I>.lur· is their k<y 

human capital, 'Heal/h' before 20 10, lht y Cannot get hea lth service from the government and mus t 



fully pay for hell IE ng I he ir il lne ss. S i ri ce beg inni ng of 20 It , the y have recei vcd fle alt h :=;uPPO t1 from 

govcrnlflcnl b UI Dri ly in prov inc ial b ou nd aries. This is a resu lt on tryi ng to ma ke thei r voic es hea rd , 

-~	 rhltu raJ Ca pitals; 'Access I(J land w here produc t ion takes place, {hey ca nnot be the lega l land 
o wners. So, so me ,tgrieu llural prod uc t io n grew in smal l plots wh ere re nted fro m la nd lords and some 

or them go fa rmi ng across border in Burma. 'Natural resources' whic h Returned Tha i Diasp ora can 

lake rrOm nature, they ind icated the fisher)' reso urces from cana l and sea. Majority of natura l capita ls 

u rc bought from Burma suc h as woods (t ree stu m ps) . orchids, bam boo shoots. e tc . 

~	 Sncial Ca pitals: 'Network is considered as th e key factor upon wh ich Return ed Tha i Diaspora draw 

ill pursu it of th eir livelihood objectives. T hese incl ude networks and rel ati on s of con nected ness, that 

increase people 's t ru st and a b ility to work toget her and linkagc (0 other cap ital as sets wh ich can ,lssi:-;l 
in increasing well-bei ng, These inc ludcd mem berships in local as soc iat ions and net wo rks suc h as 

saving ,b'TO UpS and Resto ring Thai Nationality Problems So lvi ng Network, et c . However, soctal 
cap ita ls were limi ted because the d isabi lity trave ling beyo nd pro vincial boundaries 

»	 F ina ncia l Capitals : Fur sources o f fi nan ce and cred it, Retur ned Tha i Diaspora access to financ ial 

cap ita l by social cap ital, They organi zed c redit and sav ing schem es by thern sel VCS, because they 

cannot take ad vantage from bank serv ices . 'S'avin)? woup.~' are th e cha nn el and core activ ities tha t 

enco urage participatio n. coll ab oration a nd co nn ectio n orReturned Thai Dia spore corru n unit ies 

,.,	 Physical Ca pital; Returned T hai Diaspore cannot own their 1ive l ihood assets w hich need cert ificate 

such as house , car, motorbike, et c, Ag,ltn, ' soci al capital' is the key fac tor for so lv ing thei r lim itation . 

T hey entrust and let their kill, rcl a t ivc, or so n/ daug hter- in-law even neighbour who ha v c citizensh ip 

and can be the owner or the se assets . They can use 'infrastructure and facilities ' together with Thai 

people in the com m un iti es as physical capita! for achieving the ir livel ihood o utcomes 

Ch o ices to form ulate livelihood strat egies of Returned Thai Diaspora abo ve are constr ucted from 
p rocesses that included m ulti-approaches 10 response the co ntrasted needs, Fo llowing SLF th'lt explains 

. V LIlnera b il ity context' which fram ing the external env iro nment in wh ich pe o ple exist : II connoted fixi ng 

W:up k in space or o nly in local which made difficult capturing ' transnational livelih oods ' 01 Returned Thai 
) j 'I"'; jl ora . The ' transnatio na l Iivc lihoods ' were d ee ply influenced by the sense of ident ity or the ret urnees 

the msel ves. Livelihoods ex ten ded l inkage across internat ional bor ders and were re fle cted in the idcnt ilic$ of 

th : ret urnees and a deep sen se or attachment to ' ho me ' . Transnational liveli hoods invo lve activ itie s at the 

workplace and are based o n mo vi ng across countr ies without immigration restr ic tions and transferri ng goods 

and capitals from one place to another (Th o m as- Ho pe 2002). So, ' transna tio na l livel ihoods ' is o ne of 

livelihood stra tegies of Returned Th ai Diaspore wh ich concl uded living across border , tran snat io nal 

wo rkpla ce, escape th e war both from Thailand to Burma and Burma ro Thai land , e tc. There are also 

tr ans nat ional o f capitals and resources tor making a l ivi ng . Consequently, 'risk' is the core for formu lati ng 

cho ices e ither in Thailand or Rurma s uc h as dangerous works on marine fis h in g bo at , wo rk Ing with not pa id 

( being cheated of wages), so me t imes cannot take pur chased woods ac ross border w he n practically at 

te m po rar ily permitted area changed, Or da ngerous of war betwee n the Burmese m il i tary against ethn ic 

III uiorit ies in bord erlands, e tc . 

4. Critical Problems of Returned Thai Diaspora 

SLF may be not fo cused 011 'power and rights' as capital assets of people for makin g a liv ing. There arc 

deba tes over whether to include ' political capi tal' in SLF, the distinction betwee n soc ial and pol itical ca pital 

i-: often based. Social capital re lates to ho rizontal cla ims on kin, associat ions , and social net w o rks of differ ent 

k inds, whi le political cap ital is much more concerned wi th power, d iffere nt iat io n and vert ica l c la ims th at 

house ho lds can make on the state or those more powerful th an they . Not to incl ude ' polit ical capi tal' als o 

',"w, ik ns SLF as an approach to development and effectiveness of inte rventions to meet "sustainable 

:1 vel ihoods' objectives (Bauman n 2000). Correspondently, the arguments which Returned Tha i Diaspore 

made to the government are reb ted to their natio na lity and citizen rights . So, ' power and r igh ts ' arc the 

crit ical problems for their livelihoods, A key p erson o f Returned That Dias po ra said a bo ut the suffering from 

this matter, " ...If Returned Thai Diaspore can vote em vilro.ge headman election. the current headman will 
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